How Did Our Ancestors Meet?
Genealogy Research Worksheet & Story Builder
Use this worksheet to explore the possible—and provable—ways your ancestors met. You may not answer every question, and that’s okay. Genealogy is as much about asking the right questions as finding the answers.

PART 1: IDENTIFY THE COUPLE
Ancestor 1:
Name: __________________________________________
Birth year & place: ______________________________
Religion (if known): ______________________________
Occupation: _____________________________________
Ancestor 2:
Name: __________________________________________
Birth year & place: ______________________________
Religion (if known): ______________________________
Occupation: _____________________________________
Marriage date & place (if known):


PART 2: SET THE HISTORICAL SCENE
Understanding when and where your ancestors lived helps narrow down how they may have met.
☐ Century (circle): 1600s / 1700s / 1800s / 1900s
☐ Rural / Town / City
☐ Country or region: _____________________________
What was happening historically at the time?
☐ Immigration or settlement
☐ War or military service
☐ Industrialization
☐ Religious or political change
☐ Economic hardship
☐ Other: ________________________________________
Notes:



PART 3: HOW COULD THEY HAVE MET? (POSSIBILITIES)
Check all that reasonably apply based on time, place, and records.
☐ Through family or relatives
☐ Church, synagogue, or religious events
☐ Neighborhood or nearby farms
☐ Work or shared employer
☐ Domestic service (servants, apprenticeships)
☐ Market, fair, or community gathering
☐ Immigration journey or settlement area
☐ Military service or wartime displacement
☐ School or training
☐ Widow/widower remarriage within community
Which seem most likely—and why?



PART 4: DOCUMENT CLUES CHECKLIST
Use this section to gather evidence that supports (or rules out) possibilities.
Marriage Records
☐ Marriage license or certificate
☐ Church banns or registers
☐ Witnesses recorded
☐ Residences listed
Clues found:


Census Records (Before Marriage)
☐ Lived in same town
☐ Lived on same street
☐ Boarded with same family
☐ Worked in same industry
Years checked: _________________________________
Notes:


Church & Religious Records
☐ Same parish or congregation
☐ Same sponsors/godparents
☐ Repeated family names
Notes:


Newspapers & Local Sources
☐ Engagement announcement
☐ Wedding article
☐ Social column mention
☐ Community event listing
Publication(s): _________________________________
Notes:


Family Sources
☐ Letters
☐ Diaries
☐ Oral history
☐ Photo inscriptions
☐ Family Bible
What do they suggest?


PART 5: TIMELINE SNAPSHOT
Create a simple overlap timeline.
	Year
	Ancestor 1
	Ancestor 2

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Where do their lives overlap most clearly?


PART 6: WRITE THEIR MEETING STORY (RESPONSIBLY)
Use careful language that distinguishes fact from possibility.
Known facts:


Historically plausible scenario:
“Given that they both lived _____________________ and worked _____________________, it’s likely they met _____________________.”
Draft paragraph:




PART 7: QUESTIONS TO KEEP EXPLORING
☐ Why did they marry when they did?
☐ Why that location?
☐ Who witnessed the marriage—and why?
☐ Did their families already know each other?
☐ What changed in their lives just before marriage?
Notes for future research:



FINAL REFLECTION
What does exploring their meeting add to your understanding of them—not just as ancestors, but as people?



Optional Add-On for Your Blog
You might include this closing prompt for readers:
“Even if we never know exactly how they met, every record we uncover brings us closer to the moment two lives intertwined—and made ours possible.”
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